We combine design, social justice, and leadership practice to address
pressing issues, equip communities, and inspire social change.

your
own
CHOOSE

ADVENTURE

annual report edition !
Hey fellow adventurers,
In trying our best to model empathy, we decided
to make this year’s annual report as user-friendly
as possible for you. Our “Choose-Your-OwnAdventure” format lets you pick what interests
you most to get a snapshot of our recent
adventures in social design.

Many of you have joined us on these journeys,
and are the reason we are seeing these positive
changes. Thank you for walking this walk with us
and taking the risks required to design a more
equitable world together. We hope you find the
adventure as fulfilling and life-giving as we do.

Just like any adventure, this last year has
included lofty goals, unwavering commitment,
uncertain outcomes, a required tolerance for
adversity, and a need for strong companionship.
But through it all, we’ve traversed new geography,
forged new partnerships, and reflected deeply on
systemic inequity, inclusive community
engagement, and design that pushes us into
brave, new ways of thinking.

If you'd like to help us expand innovation where
it's needed most, please check out our fresh new
website to learn more and consider making a
donation this year.
Onward,

start here!

This annual report is different from other annual reports. You and YOU ALONE are in charge of what you’ll learn.
Choose the topic that piques your curiosity based on your talents, interests, and passions. Follow each link to case
studies, videos, stories, and more! Click around, go back, choose another topic, and hop around at your leisure
(we won’t judge).

Need a guide to
systems change?
Read our powerful, researchbased resource written
for changemakers who truly
care about community voice.
Across the country, people
are taking notice.

Want to see more
innovation in schools?
One high school used humancentered design to help students
overcome math anxiety.
Plus, this school year we’re leading
Cincinnati Public School teachers
through a design thinking
bootcamp.

Wonder how art
can deepen
community?
One neighborhood explored how
art could engage residents
who are disconnected from
development. We took what we
learned to run a crash course in
design thinking for arts
administrators.

“

Artists give a voice to the people who don’t have
one. We can get the message out there in a way
that’s easier to understand or more impactful.
We can be a voice for those who don’t have a voice.”
— Gary Dangel, artist and Walnut Hills resident

Is “stop, collaborate,
and listen?” your
work mantra?
Professionals from all over
Cincinnati teamed up to pilot
3 community impact projects
in 3 months. In Dayton, Jobs &
Family Services created a
culture of collaboration to
better serve its clients.

Like crunching
the numbers?
If you want to be all up in
our business, check out
2017’s financials. Or read
our impact by the numbers.

Want to meet the
folks behind the
curtain?
The depth of our impact relies
on the expertise, experience, and
generosity of our community.
Meet the partners, board
members, donors, and
community members who
joined our efforts in 2017.

Ready to build bridges with us?
In today’s increasingly divisive climate, we believe design can and should be
used to bring people together, close gaps and create a shared vision to move
forward. So, in 2018 we are asking:

How might we build bridges across
communities that typically do not know
or agree with one another?
Keep an eye out in Spring 2018 for ways you can get involved!

we need your support

To do this work,

Our 2016 impact report taught us that one of our
organization’s greatest strengths is empowering
community members as leaders. This year, as a step
toward a stronger commitment to community voice,
we are launching a scholarship fund to support
community leaders interested in social innovation.
These funds will be used to cover their time,
transportation, and expenses with us on projects,
conferences, webinars, and more.

We don’t just want to amplify community
voice - we want community to lead alongside us.

Help us create a scholarship fund for
community leaders.

Donate to Design Impact

Want more? Check out our brand new website.

www.d-impact.org

